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Faith lessonsare usually painful
ones. We don’tknow why itis, but
most of us have to take them to the mat
and wrestle with them forawhile before
they become part of us. Maybe faith
comes easy for you. Itnever has for us.
Butwe keep wrestling with faith,
because we wantit. Like the father
who pleaded with Jesusto heal hisson,
we clingto Godandcry, “I believe.
Helpmyunbelief!”

We’re onthe matright now, inthe
middle ofanotherwrestling match.
Actually, we’re hopingit’smore likethe
end of the match. We’re straining to
hear the final bell. And inthe process
we are learning once more that
...without faith it is impossible to
please God, because anyone who
comes to him must believe that he
exists [that He is who He says He is]
and that he rewards those who
earnestly seek him. (Hebrews 11:6
NIV)

God is Always at Work

Verse one of that same chapter (the
great Faith Chapter) starts with, Now
faith is being sure of what we hope
for and certain of what we do not
see. Faithisthe firm convictionthat
what we can not see is just as real as
what we can see. That makes perfect
sense whenyou consider thatthe
...Father is always at his work (John
5:17). We don’t often see what He is
doing, butwe have the assurance from
Jesus’ own lipsthat whether we can
see Him at work or not, He is at work.

Whether we can see Him at
work or not, He is at work.

Infact, God made the universe—all
the visible world around us — out of
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invisible nothing (verse 2). IfHecan
speak aworld into existence (Poof!)—
then He can speak the answers to
our needs into reality when we
earnestly seek Him.

We wanted to learn more about how
toearnestly seek Him, so we recently
worked through a study on prayer.*
During the firsttwo days of the study,
we had the assignment of writing out our
“heartcry.” Hereitis: “Oh, Lord,
please remove the burden of debt that
has hampered us and bowed us down
and keptus from being completely free
tominister. Help ussee clearly what
youwould have usdo; and have the
faithtodoit.”

How the Wrestling Match
Got Started

Onemorning during that firstweek
of the prayer study, we were at our
diningroomtable praying our heartcry,
when the doorbell rang. Itwasareal
estate man informing us thatthe VA was
auctioning off the house nextdoorata
price well below market value. He
asked if we knew anyone who might be
interested inbidding onit. We both
shook our heads, “Nope, notasoul.”
And went back to prayer.

When we pray, we should look
for God's answer and make
the connection when it comes.

Waitaminute. Should we makea
connection here? We knew enoughto
know that when we pray, we should
look for God’s answer and make the
connectionwhenitcomes. Sowe
asked the real estate agent to come
back over and talk with us about it. He
and hiswife, the real estate team of

Taking Faith to the Mat

Haroldand Betty, (Nokidding! That’s
really theirnames.) satdownwithus
and laiditall out. We saw thatifwe
could buy the house for suchagood
priceandturnaroundandsellit, we
couldwipe outalarge portion of our
debt in one fell swoop. We prayed
aboutitandtogether decided this
might be God at work answering our
heartcry. Butitwasso scary!

One Small Step for Man.
One Giant Step for....

Oh, O.K., we will take a teeny
weeny step of faith and putinabidon
thehouse...averylowbid. Itcouldn’t
possiblywinanyway. Oh...itdid?
Yeh, butwe’ll never getfinancing. We
can barely afford our own house, much
lessaninvestment property.

God answers the prayers of
His children who know they
are helpless.

One mortgage broker told us what
we needed was a “no income, no asset
loan.” Atfirst, we thought she was
making fun of us, but that was what we
needed, all right. There wasnoway
we could qualify for the loan without
God pullingalotof strings. He did!
We closed escrow onthe house, April
10, 2001.

Helpless and Impossible

What is impossible with men is
possible with God. (Luke 18:27) We
knew we were helpless. We could not
make financing happenforus. We
learned through this processthatit’s
not justthe big problemswe are
helplesstofix. Let’sfaceit, mostofus
have the attitude that says: “I’ve got
this partof my life under control. |



Faith (con't)

don’tneed Your help here, Lord. I’ll
handle thisstuff,and You handle the big
stuff.” But God answersthe prayers of
Hischildrenwho knowthey are
helpless. And, folks, we are all
helpless to do anything good by
ourselves. Whenwe recognize and
confessthis, we free God to work
mightily inour lives,and He getsgreat

glory.
Praise...Pray...and Never Give Up

Wethank Him for the two families
from our Sunday School classwho
came overand helped uscleanand
paintand getthe house ready to sell.
We continue to praise Him, because we
saw Himwork miracle after miracle on
our behalf. Only God could have
orchestrated thiswhole complicated
chainof events. Sowe waitexpectantly
forwhat He’sgoing to do next.

Aswe writethis, the house hasbeen
onthe marketone-and-a-half months.
Somedaysit’s hard to wait expectantly.
Some days youwill find us back onthe
mat, wrestling with faith...and doubt.
We believe God wantsto place a
Christian family nextdoor to partner
with Him, and with us, inwinning our
cul-de-sacto Christ. We’ve had two
offers, both from pastors’ families, but
neither hasworked out.

Jesus told a parable once to show us
we ...should always pray and not
give up. (Luke 18:1-8) Let’s look at
it, because we know this isthe only way
we canwinthe wrestling match—by
always prayingand never giving up.

The parableisaboutahelplesswidow
who keeps pleading withanuncaring
andgodlessjudgeto grant her justice
againstheradversary. The judgefinally
givesinand grants her request because
heissick andtired of her bothering him.

God loves us and will bring
about justice for us IF we
keep crying out to Him.

ThenJesus pointsoutthat God
standsinstark contrastto the uncaring
judge, and promisesthat ...God will
bring about justice for those who cry
out to Him day and night. He will act
quickly. (Luke 18:7 NASB) Many
times, when God does not act as
quickly aswe want Himto, we think He
isbeingmeantous like the uncaring
judge inthe parable, and we stop crying
outto Him. Butthatissatan’slie! God
lovesusand will bring about justice for
us IF we keep crying outto Him.

WillHe Find Faith?

Jesusfinishes Hiscommentary with

...when the Son of Man comes, will
he find faith on the earth? (verse 8b)
WewantHimto find faithinus. Don’t
you?

Will God bring the rightbuyertous,
sell the house and help us get out of
debt? We believe He will! Whenand
How? We don’t know. Butas long as
He knowswhat He isdoing, itreally
isn’tnecessary that we know what He is
doing. Our job is not to know. Our
job is to believe. To believe that He
Is who He says He is, and that He
rewards those who earnestly seek
Him.

Inthe meantime, He isstrengthening
our faithas we exercise our faith
muscleswithall thiswrestling. And
maybe He isevenallowing these light
and momentary troubles to achieve
for us an eternal glory that far
outweighs themall. (2 Corinthians
4:17)

We will letyou know the “rest of the
story” whenthisexciting episode of faith
isfinished. We’ll postitonthe website
andincludeitinour monthly email
newsletter.

*0Oh, God, Please! The Heart Cry of a Burdened
Soul by Leighann McCoy, available through
Thompson Station Church, Thompson Station,
TN Phone: 615-791-8319.
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